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American Sctjool 
of ©riental 3£lescarcii 
in Palestine 



FIRST ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MANAGING 
COMMITTEE OF THE AMERICAN SCHOOL 
FOR ORIENTAL STUDY AND RESEARCH IN 
PALESTINE 



To the Council of the Archaeological Institute of America : 

Gentlemen, — Professor J. H. Thayer, Chairman of the 
Managing Committee of the American School in Palestine, 
died November 26, 1901. At a meeting of the Committee on 
February 8, 1902, I was chosen Chairman for the rest of the 
year 1902, and the vacancy in the Committee, was filled by the 
election of Professor C. C. Torrey, the Director of the School 
in its first year, 1900-01. 

The Director the past year (1901-02) has been Professor 
H. G. Mitchell, of Boston University, whose report to the Man- 
aging Committee accompanies this. The fellowship supported 
by the American Institute of Archaeology has been held by 
Mr. M. A. Meyer, a graduate of the Hebrew Union College, 
Cincinnati. Valuable additions have been made to the library 
of the School, in part by purchase, in part by generous gifts, 
especially of the English Palestine Exploration Fund and of 
the French government ; and another considerable shipment 
of books, including some much needed works of reference, is 
now on the way. A card catalogue of the library has been 
prepared by Professor Mitchell. The work of the year, which 
has been chiefly devoted to certain problems in the topography 
of ancient Jerusalem, is described in the Director's report. No 
excavation has been attempted. 

Dr. J. P. Peters, a member of the Managing Committee, 
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spent some time in Jerusalem during the summer, and we 
expect to profit much from his experienced observation of the 
field and the possibilities of the work. He was also so fortu- 
nate as to make some interesting discoveries of tombs contain- 
ing frescos and inscriptions, an account of which will, it is 
hoped, soon be made public. The School has had the benefit, 
as in the previous year, of the friendly offices of Dr. Selah 
Merrill, United States Consul in Jerusalem, whose long and 
intimate acquaintance with the land and the people, as well as 
his well-known archaeological and geographical learning, make 
his assistance invaluable to the Annual Director. 

The prospect for the coming year is encouraging. The 
Director, Professor G. A. Barton, of Bryn Mawr College, is 
probably by this time in Jerusalem. Besides the Thayer Fel- 
low, Mr. Irwin Hoch De Long, two other students have been 
admitted, Mr. Hans Spoer and the Reverend A. M. Brooks. 
The latter is upon a fellowship supported by Albion College, 
Michigan, — the first, we may hope, of numerous similar foun- 
dations. The members of the School will in all probability 
have opportunity to observe the excavations now being carried 
on by the English Palestine Exploration Fund and those about 
to be undertaken by the Germans. 

Several plans for similar work by the School itself have been 
considered bj'^ the Committee, but we have not, as yet, seen 
our way to adopt any of them, chiefly because they seemed to 
require an outlay greater than our present resources warrant. 

Dr. Nies has continued with great zeal his effort to secure 
an endowment fund of #200,000 for research under the direc- 
tion of the School. It is greatly to be desired that generous 
friends of the cause may enable him to complete the sum. 

GEORGE F. MOORE. 

Harvaed University, 
October 1, 1902. 



REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR 
1901-1902 

To the Managing Committee of the American School in Palestine : 

Gentlemen, — I left Boston June 12, 1901, and began my 
duties as soon as I arrived in London. My first care was 
to collect such books as it seemed best to add to the library. 
The Committee had appropriated $250 for this purpose; but, 
as this sum did not satisfy my ambition, I undertook to secure 
additional books by gift. In the first place, I reminded the 
Committee of the Palestine Exploration Fund of their previous 
intentions, and obtained from them, through the good offices 
of their Acting Secretary, Mr. Armstrong, a grant of copies 
of all the books published under the auspices of the Fund, 
except the Quarterly Statements and the volumes on the Survey 
of Western Palestine, which were partly out of print. I after- 
ward succeeded in buying both of these sets at reasonable prices 
and thus completing the list of the publications of the Fund in 
the library. From London I went to Paris, and there, with the 
kind assistance of Professor Clermont-Ganneau, obtained from 
the Commission by which it is published, as a gift to the 
School, the first nine parts of the Corpus Inscriptionum Semiti- 
earum, with a promise of the rest of this monumental work as 
it should be published. I was especially pleased with the 
cheerful readiness with which my request was granted. I also 
made some purchases in Paris, but more in Leipzig, where I 
had the assistance of our lamented Chairman, Professor Thayer, 
in deciding what was most needed. A list of the books thus 
obtained, with those that were during the year acquired by 
gift or purchase, will be submitted to the Committee. For the 
money thus expended I have accounted to the Treasurer. 

41 
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The School was advertised to open on or about the first of 
October, but the derangement of the time-tables of the steam- 
ships by quarantine prevented me from reaching Jerusalem 
before the 16th of the month. I should have regretted the loss 
of so much time, had the weather, when we arrived, been favor- 
able to either mental or physical exertion. As a matter of 
fact, it was so warm and depressing that one felt little dispo- 
sition to work, especially after a protracted sea-voyage ; and 
these conditions continued for some time after my arrival. If, 
as I think is the case, the month of October is usually so un- 
comfortable as I found it, the question suggests itself, whether 
it would not be as well to make the date for the opening of the 
School the first of November. 

It was necessary, on arriving in Jerusalem, first of all to 
decide whether to remain at the Grand New Hotel, where 
Professor Torrey had left the library, or to accept the offer to 
which he refers in his report. In favor of the latter alterna- 
tive was the fact that I could thus secure considerably enlarged 
quarters for the School without increased outlay, and that my 
personal expenses would be materially reduced. On the other 
hand, I had to consider, 

(1) That the building in which the rooms offered were 
located was not ready for occupancy, and the gentleman who 
made the offer was not sure of getting it when it was com- 
pleted. 

(2) That, if he secured it, we should have to take temporary 
quarters in another building, and have the trouble and expense 
of moving within a few weeks. 

(3) That the rooms selected were not so attractive as those 
to be had in the Grand New Hotel. 

These considerations, especially in view of the fact that, if 
we left the latter hotel, we should have to forego the pleasure 
and profit which we anticipated from constant association with 
the American consul and his excellent wife, seemed to warrant 
me in deciding not to make the change. I never regretted this 
decision. The room that I selected for the library was, on the 
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whole, well located, and proved large enough for use as a 
study. I hired it, however, only for the year, leaving my suc- 
cessor free to make other arrangements, if he so desired. He 
will, perhaps, be able to remain at the Grand New Hotel, but 
the time will come when it will be impossible to find in this or 
any other hotel accommodations within the means of the Com- 
mittee. Realizing this, I made inquiries and found a house, 
to be vacated within a year, which would not only meet all the 
requirements of the School, but furnish excellent quarters for 
the Director or several students, and that at only a small in- 
crease upon the rent, $200, paid last year. I trust that the 
Committee will seriously consider the advisability of securing 
these or similarly desirable premises. 

Mr. M. A. Meyer, the successful competitor in the examina- 
tion for the Fellowship established by the Archaeological Insti- 
tute, was the only regular student of the School this year. 
There were, however, two others who applied for assistance 
in the pursuit of certain studies and received the privileges of 
special students. Finally, certain residents of Jerusalem whose 
interest in Palestinian research entitled them to special consid- 
eration were invited to consult the books of the library as they 
had occasion, and accepted the invitation. In this way I was 
enabled to repay in part our obligation to the Committee of 
the Palestine Exploration Fund, whose agent, Mr. Macalister, 
while waiting, from December until May, for his firman, had 
unrestricted access to the library. 

In this connection permit me to call attention to a source 
from which an increase in the number of students may be 
expected, viz. fellowships in the higher institutions, especially 
the theological schools of our countr}^ like the one at Albion 
College for which funds are now being collected. 

M};- instructions were to the effect that I was not so much 
to teach as to direct, suggesting, when necessary, subjects for 
investigation, indicating the sources of information with ref- 
erence to them, and preventing the use of faulty methods or 
processes ; but letting the student collect his own materials and 
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frame his own conclusions. I adopted this method. Conse- 
quently, although there were no lectures or recitations, there 
were frequent conferences, whose duration varied with the 
number of interesting points to be considered. Fortunately 
Mr. Meyer was well prepared to profit by such a method. He 
was enthusiastic in his work and industrious to a fault. Before 
I reached Jerusalem he had begun the translation of Meshul- 
lam's itinerary, which, at my suggestion, he afterward anno- 
tated and submitted as one of his papers. Soon after my 
arrival we began a series of excursions for the purpose of 
making ourselves more familiar with our surroundings and 
discovering anything that might have escaped the notice of 
other observers. One day we happened upon a gang of natives 
at work on a piece of ground, lately enclosed, south of the 
city, where they had unearthed several interesting relics of 
antiquity. Finding that the premises belonged to the Arme- 
nian Church, I applied to the Procurateur, Pere Maksoudian, 
who cheerfully gave us permission to make a study of the finds 
on the sole condition that we give him copies of any pictures 
taken or papers published. We therefore made frequent visits 
to the place, taking photographs and measurements unhindered, 
and Mr. Meyer finally wrote a paper on a rock-cut dwelling 
which was among the ruins discovered. 

One cannot remain long at Jerusalem without becoming 
interested in the perennial question concerning the course of 
the ancient walls of the city. We did not escape the infection. 
In fact, we spent more time and thought on this than on any 
other subject. Mr. Meyer embodied his results in an elaborate 
critique of Dr. Schick's various articles in the Zeitschrift des 
Deutschen Palaestina- Vereins, which is also in the hands of the 
Committee. At the same time, following a suggestion of Pro- 
fessor Wright, we made a careful search for traces of olive- 
presses on the Mount of Olives and a thorough examination of 
the caves and tombs of the village of Silwan. On the latter 
subject we collected a mass of details which has not yet been 
elaborated. 
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As spring approached, Mr. Meyer, who had already visited 
Hebron and Jericho, as well as the most interesting places 
nearer Jerusalem, and now began to feel the strain of pro- 
tracted work, made the trip across the country to Damascus, 
returning via Baalbec, where he was very courteously treated 
by the Germans engaged in excavating the famous temples of 
the place. At my suggestion he made copious notes of what 
he saw on his trip, and embodied his observations in a paper 
for the Committee. 

During Mr. Meyer's absence I made a hurried trip to north- 
ern Palestine for the purpose of visiting Mount Carmel and 
Mount Tabor. While at Haifa I heard that natives had un- 
covered an ancient structure at Zerin. I at once engaged 
Dr. Schumacher as an expert to go to the place and ascertain 
what had been discovered. He found that it was the remains 
of an interesting Christian church. His report, with drawings, 
was forwarded to the Committee. 

Mr. Meyer also, after his return, prepared a description of 
a number of inscribed lamps that came under our observation. 

When the season for travellers was past and prices for animals 
had been reduced, we made a trip with tents to the country east 
of the Jordan, visiting Nebo, Madeba, Hesban, Amman, Jerash, 
and es-Salt in the order of their mention, and greatly enjoying 
the opportunity, not only to see these interesting sites, but to 
traverse the intervening country, which the returning popula- 
tion has begun to develop. This was in the beginning of May. 
The rest of our time was spent in completing our work at Sil- 
wan and on other minor matters. Mr. Meyer left for home on 
the 25th of the month, and on the 4th of June I also took my 
departure. • The weather had then for some time been very 
warm and oppressive, but, as I was leaving, a change took 
place, suggesting the possibility of being comparatively com- 
fortable in Palestine, even in the summer, if one felt obliged to 
stay there, e.g., to superintend excavations. If, however, the 
Director's year were lengthened at this end, it ought to be 
shortened more than was above suggested at the other, since he 



46 American School in Palestine 

can in seven or eight months do all the work he ought to be 
required to do in the country. 

I have already referred to the books collected on my way 
to Palestine. My duties as librarian, however, were not done 
when I had placed these volumes on the shelves. Many of 
those that had previously been purchased, being still unbound, 
were not in condition to be used by students. I had them all 
bound and some of the more useful maps mounted. Then I 
prepared a card catalogue, or rather two catalogues, so that 
one could learn whether a book was in the library, if one knew 
either its title or the name of the author. I left the task of 
locating the books to my successor, who, I saw, would have 
to add a new bookcase and rearrange the whole collection on 
his arrival with further additions. It now consists of about 370 
volumes, 207 of which were added during the year, 73 being 
given and the rest purchased with the money appropriated by 
the Committee. Some further additions are urgently needed, 
and I trust that the funds at the disposal of the Committee will 
permit them during the coming year to raise the total to at least 
600 volumes. The fact that there are a few other collections 
of books in Jerusalem which one can get permission to consult 
should not prevent such action. It is the apparatus necessary 
for the work to be done for which I ask, and that the students 
of the School should not be obliged to borrow, however willing 
some one may be to accommodate them. 

The remark just made suggests a word in recognition of the 
kindness and consideration we received from other students of 
archaeology in Jerusalem. We are especially indebted to Peres 
Lagrange and Vincent, through whom we were invited to attend 
a course of lectures at the Dominican school, and Pere Cre, who 
gave us free access to the small but admirably arranged collec- 
tion of antiquities at the Church of St. Anne. Our only regret 
was that, being new in the field, we could not do so much for 
them as they were willing to do for us. I ought also to men- 
tion the courtesy of the Committee of the Palestine Exploration 
Fund, who instructed their agent to make us welcome at Tell 
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Jezer, although, owing to the lateness of the date at which 
they began excavations, we could not avail ourselves of their 
invitation. 

In this connection, also, I wish to acknowledge my indebted- 
ness to Mr. Gelat, the dragoman of the American consulate, 
who never failed me in any of the multitudinous instances in 
which I went to him for advice or assistance. Thanks to him 
we were never disturbed or hindered in our work, and never 
had any but the pleasantest relations with " the people of the 
land." 

This is my report, so far as it can be put into type for the 
present. The results of my own studies will appear later; 
also, I trust, substantial advantage to the School from the plans 
pursued and proposals submitted to the Committee during my 
administration. 

Respectfully submitted, 

H. G. MITCHELL. 
Boston, 
October 1, 1902. 



